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Manchester Brick Specialists 
are one of the UK’s leading 
importers and distributors  
of clay bricks and tiles. 
Established in 2013, we  
work closely with our 
manufacturing partners to 
create outstanding products, 
while our strong ethical 
outlook ensures we only use 
factories audited within 
Sedex-approved guidelines.

MANCHESTER BRICK SPECIALISTS
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We focus on replicating the UK’s 
distinctive regional brickwork styles, 
which are weathered and aged so  
they are indistinguishable from genuine 
reclaimed bricks. 

Brimming with character, our bricks 
have a true lived-in look and texture, 
with authentic shades of red and orange, 
firing overburns and clay flashing  
adding to their appeal. This makes them 
perfect for everything from renovations, 
restoration projects or being at the heart  
of new-build developments. 

Urban bricks differ from those used in the 
country, and with hundreds of collective 
years in the trade, our team of experts can 
advise on the ideal materials for your 
building or wall to match its surroundings.

We are the country’s leading supplier of 
pre-war wirecuts, and always stock a 
comprehensive range of clamp, pressed 
and traditional handmade bricks. Our lead 
times are among the best in the business, 
and with a depth of knowledge second to 
none, you can trust Manchester Brick 
Specialists to deliver where others can’t.
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Each brick from MBS needs to withstand 
whatever the British weather can throw  
at it. From prolonged periods of sub-zero 
temperatures in winter, summer 
heatwaves, and the very worst wet and 
windy conditions – our products can 
withstand them all.

They are subject to an intense testing 
process which measures various  
key elements of each style of brick, 
including their:

 Freeze-Thaw/Frost Resistance

 Water Absorption

 Efflorescence 

 Compressive Strength

 Hardness

 Dimensional Tolerances

 Durability

All our clay bricks carry a BS EN 771-1 
certificate and comply in full with UK  
and EU laws and standards.

CE MARK

Becoming mandatory in 2013, products 
with a CE marking are shown to  
comply with EU and UK environmental 
and health and safety standards.

The CE certification allows free 
movement of our goods throughout the 
European Union, and gives our customers 
peace of mind knowing that they have 
chosen materials of the highest quality.

Declaration of Performance documentation 
and technical data sheet are freely available 
on our website.

Outstanding 
Quality

MANCHESTER BRICK SPECIALISTS
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COLOUR & TEXTURE

Because of slight variations in chemical 
composition, no two bricks are identical. 
This can lead to slight colour differences, 
although in certain styles which feature 
clay flashing or overburns, this is often a 
desirable effect. 

The ageing process we treat our lines  
with produces a weathered look and 
texture. This replicates the appearance  
of reclaimed brickwork, with none of  
the associated issues of coursing heights 
or unsuitable mortar mixes. 

While giving as accurate a picture of 
each range as possible, the images  
used throughout this brochure are for 
illustration only. 

EFFLORESCENCE

A harmless salt residue which can appear 
on the surface of brickwork or mortar, 
efflorescence occurs naturally, most often 
during the winter. It affects yellow bricks 
more than other colour types, but pressure 
washing, soaking in diluted white vinegar, 
or scrubbing with a hard brush removes 
the substance.

SAMPLES

Before you commit to an order, we are 
always happy to offer free samples.  
This enables you to see an accurate 
reflection of the size, colour and texture  
of a selection of materials, and make a 
more informed choice.

To request a sample, either contact us 
online or call our friendly customer  
care team on 0161 641 3579. A typical 
turnaround for free brick samples is three 
to five days.

Technical 
Information

MANCHESTER BRICK SPECIALISTS
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NEXT DAY DELIVERY

We always stock a vast range of bricks. 
While next day delivery is often  
available, there may be rare occasions 
when certain ranges are unavailable  
for brief periods. Please check availability 
before placing an order.

QUANTITIES & DELIVERY

Whether you are a homeowner embarking 
on a small project, or a professional  
builder, your local builders merchants will 
supply and deliver bricks in the pack  
sizes you need. Just let us know which 
bricks you want and we will put you  
in touch with your closest merchant who  
stocks our bricks.

A full load may be as large as 20 pallets 
depending on the size of brick, and 
although we distribute single pallets, 
smaller orders may incur a charge from 
our hauliers. Please note that delivery 
vehicles from the building merchants 
require suitable unloading space.

COLLECTION

You may collect orders direct from our 
Salford depot. Arrangements must be 
made in advance, and we will advise on 
the most suitable collection times.

Because of slight variations in chemical composition, 
no two bricks are identical. This can lead to slight 
colour differences, although in certain styles which 
feature clay flashing or overburns, this is often a 
desirable effect. 

MANCHESTER BRICK SPECIALISTS
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TRADITIONAL MANUFACTURING

The character inherent in traditional 
bricks comes from each tiny imperfection. 
We shun the uniformity of mass-produced 
building supplies, choosing instead  
to embrace the unique nature of our 
handmade bricks.

Elizabethan craftsmen would recognise 
many of our brickmaking techniques. 
Our high-quality materials and firing 
methods replicate historic regional styles, 
while our ageing process adds a weathered 
look and tactile texture to each brick.

HOW OUR BRICKS ARE MADE

We model our clay into rectangular 
moulds, lightly dusted with sand.  
Any excess material is removed and 
saved for the next piece, while a  
wooden block presses the remaining 
clay into the mould, forming the  
correct shape.

Air-drying then helps these stacks of 
formative ‘green’ bricks develop their 
individual quirks.

Once they reach a low enough moisture 
content, the bricks head into the kiln. 
Temperatures over 1,000°C bake the clay 
solid and bring out the different hues in 
each brick. Once cooled, their colour 
depends on the heat of the oven and the 
mineral compounds present in the raw 
materials. Yellow bricks have a higher 
lime content, while concentrations of iron 
gather in pink bricks.

Manufacturing and 
Sustainability

MANCHESTER BRICK SPECIALISTS
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Creating a sustainable supply chain  
and introducing improved production  
methods is key to our environmental 
responsibilities. We wear our green 
credentials with pride.

While we do use virgin clay in the  
brick-making process, we source many  
of our manufacturing materials from 
recycled products, and extract all raw 
clay from licensed clay fields.

RECYCLING

Construction waste makes up most of the 
recyclates used in our bricks. From broken 
glass to sand, and slabs of concrete to 
broken brickwork, all are natural products 
which can be reused again and again.

We also recycle any of our own products 
which become damaged during 
manufacture, or which fail to meet our 
strict quality guidelines. Seconds are  
all crushed, before being fed back into  
the closed loop system to create brand 
new bricks.

MANCHESTER BRICK SPECIALISTS

Elizabethan craftsmen would recognise many of our 
brickmaking techniques. Our high-quality materials 
and firing methods replicate historic regional styles, 
while our ageing process adds a weathered look and 
tactile texture to each brick.
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Country Blend

Exhibiting lighter tones than their urban 
cousins, these bricks are diffused with 
subtle orange, red and brown shades. 
Handmade to replicate building materials 
used throughout the shire counties for 
hundreds of years, they blend unobtrusively 
into their surrounding.

COUNTRY BLEND     HANDMADE

SIZE
Imperial 228 x 108 x 73mm  
 228 x 108 x 68mm

Metric 215 x 102 x 65mm

TYPE Handmade

WEIGHT 2.89 / 2.01kg

PACK SIZE 525 / 650 

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH 30n/mm2

WATER ABSORPTION 15%

RANGE  R1

TOLERANCE T1

FREEZE THAW F2

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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Reclamation 
Shire
With a mixture of red, orange and 
burgundy tones, this distinctive brickwork 
style is synonymous with traditional  
homes in Cheshire. Weathered and aged  
to a highly textured finish, they are 
indistinguishable from salvaged bricks.

SIZE
Imperial 228 x 108 x 73mm  
 228 x 108 x 68mm

Metric 215 x 102 x 65mm

TYPE Handmade

WEIGHT 2.89 / 2.01kg

PACK SIZE 525 / 650 

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH 30n/mm2

WATER ABSORPTION 11%

RANGE  R1

TOLERANCE T1

FREEZE THAW F2

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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Farmhouse 
Orange
A classic handmade brick seen on  
cottages, farmhouses and converted  
barns across the shire counties.  
Lightly weathered for a textured 
appearance, they are a superb  
match for conservation projects  
and can be used as the backbone  
of new developments.

SIZE
Imperial 228 x 108 x 73mm  
 228 x 108 x 68mm

Metric 215 x 102 x 65mm

TYPE Handmade

WEIGHT 2.89 / 2.01kg

PACK SIZE 525 / 650 

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH 30n/mm2

WATER ABSORPTION 15%

RANGE  R1

TOLERANCE T1

FREEZE THAW F2

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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Urban Weathered

Imitating the appearance of lived-in urban 
brickwork, these handmade bricks are 
beautifully soot-weathered to blend in with 
neighbouring homes and walls.

SIZE
Imperial 228 x 108 x 73mm 
 228 x 108 x 68mm

Metric 215 x 102 x 65mm

TYPE Handmade

WEIGHT 2.89 / 2.01kg

PACK SIZE 525 / 650 

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH 30n/mm2

WATER ABSORPTION 15%

RANGE  R1

TOLERANCE T1

FREEZE THAW F2

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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Olde Reclamation  
Clamp
Handmade and soot-weathered to replicate 
the appearance of traditional red/orange 
brickwork across the North of England, 
they add character to new builds and 
renovation projects alike.

SIZE
Imperial 228 x 108 x 73mm  
 228 x 108 x 68mm

Metric 215 x 102 x 65mm

TYPE Handmade

WEIGHT 2.89 / 2.01kg

PACK SIZE 525 / 650

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH 30n/mm2

WATER ABSORPTION 12%

RANGE  R1

TOLERANCE T1

FREEZE THAW F2

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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Reclamation  
Handmade
A homely, frost-resistant brick which 
successfully mimics reclaimed materials 
throughout the North and the Midlands. 
Each piece is handmade and weathered to 
give it a characteristic mix of red, orange 
and brown shades. 

SIZE
Imperial 9 x 4¼ x 3" 
 230 x 108 x 73mm

Metric 215 x 102.5 x 65mm

TYPE Handmade

WEIGHT 3.25 / 2.60kg

PACK SIZE 416 / 495

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH 36.3n/mm2

WATER ABSORPTION 12%

RANGE  R1

TOLERANCE T1

FREEZE THAW F2

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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Olde Cheshire 
Antique Grey 
One of the fastest growing design trends is 
the emergence of grey bricks. 

A neutral colour which can look like natural 
stone, the Olde Cheshire Antique variety  
is perfect as a blank canvas, yet is rife with 
contrasting light and dark hues.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

SIZE
Metric 215 x 102.5 x 65mm

TYPE Handmade

WEIGHT 2.01kg

PACK SIZE 650

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH 30n/mm2

WATER ABSORPTION 15%

RANGE  R1

TOLERANCE T1

FREEZE THAW F2
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Tudor

A versatile brick, the Tudor is a favourite 
for period renovations. As the name 
suggests, it is the go-to choice for 15th  
and 16th century properties, but unlike  
its original Elizabethan counterparts,  
this is fully frost resistant and meets  
BS EN 771-1 specifications.

Each 2" Tudor brick is weathered to  
match its historic surroundings and is  
also an attractive option for paving.

SIZE
Imperial 9 x 4¼ x 2" 
 228 x 110 x 50mm

TYPE Handmade

WEIGHT 2.5kg

PACK SIZE 600 

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH 30n/mm2

WATER ABSORPTION 15%

RANGE  R1

TOLERANCE T1

FREEZE THAW F2

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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Soft Red 
Handmade
Often seen across London and the South 
East, Soft Reds are superb bricks. Also 
known as Red Rubbers, they have a history 
going back over 300 years, and were 
the leading construction material in the 
capital’s railway arches.

Their workable nature means they can be 
sculpted into almost any shape, while 
keeping the robustness you’d expect from  
a top-quality brick. 

SIZE
Imperial 9 x 4¼ x 3" 
 230 x 108 x 73mm

Metric 215 x 102.5 x 65mm

TYPE Handmade

WEIGHT 3.00kg 

PACK SIZE 585 

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

RANGE  R2

TOLERANCE F2

FREEZE THAW F2

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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Weathered  
Handmade
With a charismatic mix of tones – ranging 
from deep reds, earthy browns and  
vibrant oranges – each of our Weathered 
Handmade bricks are unique. 

The weathering process gives them a 
tactile texture, replicating the feel of 
bricks which have been exposed to the 
elements for generations. TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

SIZE
Imperial 9 x 4¼ x 3" 
 230 x 108 x 73mm

Metric 215 x 102.5 x 65mm

TYPE Handmade

WEIGHT 3.4kg

PACK SIZE 495

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

RANGE  R2

TOLERANCE F2

FREEZE THAW F2
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Pre-War Common

Hydraulically pressed to remove any  
shape imperfections, these bricks  
display deep reds, oranges and the 
distinguished dark ‘overburns’  
from the firing process – a manufacturing 
technique which leads to a naturally 
weathered texture and appearance.

SIZE
Metric 215 x 102.5 x 65mm

TYPE Wirecut

WEIGHT 3.00kg

PACK SIZE 495 

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH 40n/mm2

WATER ABSORPTION 14%

RANGE  R2

TOLERANCE T2

FREEZE THAW F1

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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Weathered  
Pre-War Common
The ultimate in adaptability, our 
Weathered Pre-War Common bricks  
are dual faced. 

One side has a relatively smooth 
appearance, while the opposite flank 
features a much rougher surface.  
The characteristic flashing, overburns,  
and red and orange hues are present 
throughout, but this versatile mix helps 
create a much more nuanced balance.

SIZE
Metric 215 x 102.5 x 65mm

TYPE Wirecut

WEIGHT 3.40kg

PACK SIZE 585

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

RANGE  R1

TOLERANCE T1

FREEZE THAW F1

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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Reclamation 
Pre-War Common
With a mixture of red, orange and 
burgundy tones, this distinctive brickwork 
style is synonymous with traditional  
homes in Cheshire. Weathered and aged  
to a highly textured finish, they are 
indistinguishable from salvaged bricks.  

The manufacturing process sees them 
tinted and tumbled to take on the 
characteristics of bricks which have been 
exposed to decades of natural weathering.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

SIZE
Metric 215 x 102.5 x 65mm

TYPE Wirecut

WEIGHT 3.00kg

PACK SIZE 495 

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH 40n/mm2

WATER ABSORPTION 14%

RANGE  R2

TOLERANCE T2

FREEZE THAW F1
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Reclamation 
Weathered Pre-War
A classic from the Victorian era, these 
chunky 3" bricks are found all over the 
North West. Their durability, weather 
resistance, and sheer character has seen 
them spread into neighbouring regions.

The unique chemical composition of each 
brick causes the distinctive lighter bands, 
and this lack of uniformity helps make it 
one of our most popular products.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

SIZE
Imperial 9 x 4¼ x 3" 
 228 x 108 x 73mm

TYPE Wirecut

WEIGHT 3.00kg

PACK SIZE 400 

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH 40n/mm2

WATER ABSORPTION 14%

RANGE  R2

TOLERANCE T2

FREEZE THAW F2
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Banded Pre-War

Typical of terraced and semi-detached 
homes in the North West of England. 
These smooth, wirecut, speciality bricks 
come complete with the distinctive pale 
clay flashes seen throughout the brickwork 
of towns and cities of the region. 

SIZE
Imperial 9 x 4¼ x 3" 
 228 x 108 x 73mm

TYPE Wirecut

WEIGHT 3.00kg

PACK SIZE 400 

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH 40n/mm2

WATER ABSORPTION 14%

RANGE  R2

TOLERANCE T2

FREEZE THAW F2

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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Cottage Blend

Featuring a distinctive creased appearance 
which stresses the tonal shift between red 
and orange shades, Cottage Blend bricks 
are a great option for countryside projects.

In keeping with authentic antique bricks, 
most individual Country Blends  
differ fractionally in size, helping them 
match with rustic restorations, rebuilds  
or extensions. 

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

SIZE
Imperial 9 x 4¼ x 3" 
 228 x 108 x 73mm

TYPE Wirecut

WEIGHT 3.00kg

PACK SIZE 400 

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH 40n/mm2

WATER ABSORPTION 14%

RANGE  R2

TOLERANCE T2

FREEZE THAW F2
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Smooth Red

Extruded wirecut bricks with a glazed 
finish, Smooth Reds are a popular 
facing material. 

Their uniform appearance makes them a 
favourite for new builds and extensions, 
especially in the Midlands and the North, 
where their colour closely matches much  
of the existing housing stock. 

SIZE
Metric 215 x 102.5 x 73mm  
 215 x 102.5 x 65mm

TYPE Wirecut

WEIGHT 2.6 / 2.4kg

PACK SIZE 464 / 600

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH 30n/mm2

WATER ABSORPTION 11%

RANGE  R1

TOLERANCE T1

FREEZE THAW F2

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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Weathered Red

Extruded wirecut bricks with a weathered 
finish, Weathered Reds are a popular 
facing material. 

Their uniform appearance makes them a 
favourite for new builds and extensions, 
especially in the Midlands and the North, 
where their colour closely matches much  
of the existing housing stock. 

The manufacturing process sees them 
tinted to appear they been exposed to 
decades of natural weathering.

SIZE
Metric 215 x 102.5 x 73mm  
 215 x 102.5 x 65mm

TYPE Wirecut

WEIGHT 2.6 / 2.4kg

PACK SIZE 464 / 600

SOLUABLE SALT CLASSIFICATION S2

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH 30n/mm2

WATER ABSORPTION 11%

RANGE  R1

TOLERANCE T1

FREEZE THAW F2

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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Ashbourne 
Handmade
Authentic reclaimed bricks, Ashbournes 
feature distinctive lighter tones thanks  
to the bleaching properties of the 
lime mortar which was used to lay them. 

Each brick is cleaned and reconditioned, 
but retains its all-important character  
and texture. 

SIZE
Metric 220 x 100 x 60mm

TYPE Handmade

WEIGHT 2.2kg

PACK SIZE 540 

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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Ashbourne 
Weathered
These reproductions are handmade to  
be almost indistinguishable from 
genuine reclaimed Ashbourne bricks.  

The manufacturing process sees them 
tinted and tumbled to take on the 
characteristics of bricks which have been 
exposed to decades of natural weathering.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

SIZE
Metric 220 x 100 x 60mm

TYPE Handmade

WEIGHT 2.2kg

PACK SIZE 540 
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A mainstay of our built environment 
for thousands of years, clay bricks  
continue to be the material of choice for 
housing developers who want to achieve 
stunning aesthetics, combined with the 
health, safety and longevity that the 
humble masonry build is known to offer 
home owners. 

Our diverse and cost effective developer 
brick range provides that comfort  
and certainty you are looking for in your 
new development.

AMBLESIDE LIGHT MULTI BARCOMBE BLEND

MARDEN MIXTURELINGDALE MIXTURE

BOWHILL MULTI

NEWLYN MULTI

SHROPSHIRE RED BLENDREDGRAVE MULTIOLDE BOWNESS BLEND

Developer Bricks

MANCHESTER BRICK SPECIALISTS
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We stock a vibrant range of brick tiles. 
Often called brick slips, these slimline tiles 
retain the front profile of a brick, but are 
typically only a couple of centimetres thick. 

When a new bar, shop, or restaurant opens 
with a bare brick interior, this tends to 
come from brick tiles rather than stripping 
back to the original building material.  
Not only do they look great in venues, but 
they add a stylish and cost-effective touch 
to homes, too.

Being from the world’s first industrial city, 
Manchester Brick is surrounded by  
the area’s industrial heritage, with the 
evolution of its brickwork throughout  
the centuries clear to see. We cut every 
single one of our brick slips from a 
weathered brick, keeping their character, 
texture, and lived-in appearance. 

ONYX GLAZED JADE GLAZED

RUBY GLAZEDPYRITE GLAZED

VICTORIAN CRACKLE GLAZED

AZURITE GLAZED

AMAZONITE GLAZEDLINEAR METALLIC BLUEVICTORIAN LIMEWASHED

Brick Tiles

MANCHESTER BRICK SPECIALISTS
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For more information, or  
for a digital version of this 
guide, please visit
www.manchesterbrick.com
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Purveyors of 
clay bricks and tiles

See our full range at www.manchesterbrick.com 

T. 0161 641 3579     sales@manchesterbrick.com
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